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Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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< (RSV) Ephesians 4 E\E

E phesians 4‘ Back - '| RSY Eompare‘ Commentary H:”

1 9 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called,

2 § with all lowliness and meekness. with patience. forbearing one another in love,

3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call,

5 one Lord, one faith. one baptism,

6 one God and Father of us all. who is above all and through all and in all.

7 But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.

8 Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifis to men."

9 (In saying, "He ascended." what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth?

10 He who descended is he who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)

11 And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,

12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,

13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God. to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ;
14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of docfrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles.
15 Rather, speaking the fruth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who 1s the head, into Christ,

16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, when each part is working properly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds itself in love.
17 9 Now this I affirm and testify in the Lord. that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the fufility of their minds;

18 they are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart;
19 they have become callous and have given themselves up to licentiousness, greedy to practice every kind of uncleanness.

20 You did not so learn Christ!--

21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him. as the truth is in Jesus.

22 Put off your old nature which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful lusts,

23 and be renewed in the spirit of your minds,

24 and put on the new nature, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

25 Therefore, putting away falsehood, let every one speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.

26 Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger,

27 and give no opportunity fo the devil.

28 Let the thief no longer steal. but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his hands, so that he may be able to give to those in need.

29 Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it may impart grace to those who hear.
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God. in whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, with all malice,

32 and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

(RSV)
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3:1 See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are. The
reason why the world does not know us is that it did
not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children
now: it does not vet anpear what we shall be. but we

4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits to see whether they are of God:
for many false prophets have gone out into the
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God:
every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ

/2 1 am writing to you, little children, because
your sins are forgiven for his sake.
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loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
know that we love the children of God, when
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“l know him” but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. /¢ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. /7 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eves.

the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what you
heard from the beginning abide in you. If what
you heard from the beginning abides in you,
then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you; 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach vou; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.
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if any one has the world’s goods and sees his brother
in need, vet closes his heart against him, how does
God’s love abide in him? 78 Little children, let us not
love in word or speech but in deed and in truth.

19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth,
and reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything. 2/ Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.

1 John RSV
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Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God.
God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we
know and believe the love God has for us. God
is love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

17 In this is love perfected with us, that we may
have confidence for the day of judgment, be-
cause as he is so are we in this world. /& There
is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and he who
fears is not perfected in love. 79 We love, be-
cause he first loved us. 2 If any one says, “I
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for
he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.
21 And this commandment we have from him,
that he who loves God should love his brother
also.

0d abides 1n you,

smes the world but he who believes that
is the Son of God?

s is he who came by water and blood,
Christ, not with the water only but with
ater and the blood. 7 And the Spirit is
itness, because the Spirit is the truth. &
are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water,
1¢ blood; and these three agree. 9 If we
e the testimony of men, the testimony of
s greater; for this is the testimony of God
» has borne witness to his Son. 70 He who
es in the Son of God has the testimony
aself. He who does not believe God has
him a liar, because he has not believed in
stimony that God has borne to his Son. [/
ais is the testimony, that God gave us eter-
e, and this life is in his Son. 72 He who
¢ Son has life; he who has not the Son of
as not life.

n the vrite this to you who believe in the name
~ Son of God, that you may know that you
fOI' the sternal life. 74 And this is the confidence
. we have in him, that if we ask anything
n lhe ling to his will he hears us. /5 And if we

that he hears us in whatever we ask, we

.Of the.  that we have obtained the requests made

of him. /6 If any one sees his brother commit-
ting what is not a mortal sin, he will ask, and
God will give him life for those whose sin is not
mortal. There is sin which is mortal; I do not say
that one is to pray for that. 77 All wrongdoing is
sin, but there is sin which is not mortal.

18 We know that any one born of God does not
sin, but He who was born of God keeps him,
and the evil one does not touch him.

19 We know that we are of God, and the whole
world is in the power of the evil one.

20 And we know that the Son of God has come
and has given us understanding. to know him
who is true; and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life. 27 Little children, keep yourselves
from idols.
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I:7 That which was from the beginning, which
we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—2
the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and
testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal
life which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—J that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may
have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing this that our joy may be
complete.

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him,
if we keep his commandments. + He who says
“I know him” but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning: the old commandment is the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which is true in him
and in vou, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light is already shining. 9 He who
says he is in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 7/ He who loves his brother
abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. /7 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does
not know where he is going, because the dark-
ness has blinded his eyes.

12 T am writing to vou, little children, because
vour sins are forgiven for his sake. 73 I am
writing to you, fathers, because you know him
who is from the beginning. I am writing to you,
young men, because you have overcome the
evil one. [ write to you, children, because vou
know the Father. 74 I write to you, fathers,
because you know him who is from the begin-
ning. [ write to you, young men, because you
are strong, and the word of God abides in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

15 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If anv one loves the world. love for the

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him,
if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says
“I know him” but disobeys his commandments
is a liar, and the truth is not in him; 5 but whoever
keeps his word, in him truly love for God

Is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
in him: 6 he who says he abides in him ought to
walk in the same way in which he walked.

denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who
denies the Son has the Father. He who confesses
the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what vou
heard from the beginning abide in vou. If what
you heard from the beginning abides in you,
then you will abide in the Son and in the Father.
25 And this is what he has promised us, eternal
life.

26 1 write this to you about those who would
deceive you; 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you. and you have
no need that any one should teach you; as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide
in him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
It you know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is born of
him.
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19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth,
and reassure our hearts before him 24 whenever our
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows evervthing, 27 Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn us, we have confidence before
God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who keep his commandments abide in him,
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides
in us, by the Spirit which he has given us.
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The main purpose for asking ourselves gquestions is to make ourselves think more seriously about the
meanings, implications and relationships of words, phrases , clauses, sentences, paragraphs, chapters and
books. We are trying to determine what the author meant or implied by the words he used.

Several kinds of questions:

1. Explanatory: What does the term mean? How can it be defined? Characteristics? Is there a deeper
meaning in the idea than appears on the surface?

2. Reason: What is the reason for the term or idea? Why has the author used these particular terms? Would it
make any difference if this idea were left out? Or stated differently? Could another term be used instead of this
one? Would it change the meaning? Why is this term used in this particular place?

3. Implication: What is involved in the ideas presented? What do the various terms imply? What is the
importance of the terms used or of the combination of ideas? What is the significance of the verb tenses,
connectives, grammatical constructions? Significance of the literary patterns used such as comparisons,
contrasts, logical arrangements?

4. Relationship: What is the relationship of words to other words? One part of the verse with other parts?
Verses with verses? Paragraphs with paragraphs? Chapters with chapters? Relationship of the beginning and
the ending of a chapter or a section?

5. Progression: Is there progression in the thought pattern? Does it move toward a climax? Is one idea built
on another? In a series of words or ideas, is there any significance in the order?
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Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him.

if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says
“I know him” but disobeys his commandments
1s a liar, and the truth 1s not 1 him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
1s perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
i him: 6 he who says he abides 1n him ought to
walk 1n the same way 1n which he walked.

The Father has qualified ush
sprinkle clean water upon y

clean from all your uncleannesses

all your idols I will cleanse you

A new heart

new spirit I will put within you

take out of your flesh the heart of stone
give you a heart of flesh

put my spirit within you

cause you to walk in my statutes

be careful to observe my ordinances




Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

3 And by this we may be sure that we know him.

if we keep his commandments. 4 He who says
“I know him” but disobeys his commandments
1s a liar, and the truth 1s not 1 him; 5 but who-
ever keeps his word, in him truly love for God
1s perfected. By this we may be sure that we are
i him: 6 he who says he abides 1n him ought to
walk 1n the same way 1n which he walked.
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1:1 That which was from the beginning. which
we have heard. which we have seen with our
eyes. which we have looked upon and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—2
the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and
testify to it, and proclaim to vou the eternal

life '_which was with the Eather and was made | know the Father. }.‘_J I w:itf:: to vou, fathe_rs_. we sl:la]] sqc]:

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning: the old commandment 1s the
word which you have heard. & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which 1s true in him
and 1n you, because the darkness 1s passing away
and the true light 1s already shining. 9 He who
says he 1s 1n the light and hates his brother 1s 1n
the darkness still. 70 He who loves his brother
abides 1n the light. and in 1t there 1s no cause for
stumbling. 77 But he who hates his brother 1s 1in
the darkness and walks 1n the darkness, and does

not know where he 1s going. because the dark-

12T am writing to you, little children, because
vour sins are forgiven for his sake. /3 I am
writing to vou, fathers, because you know him
who is from the beginning. I am writing to you.
voung men, because you have overcome the
evil one. I write to you, children, because you

ness has blinded his eyes.
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7 Beloved. I am writing vou no new command-
ment, but an old commandment which you had
from the beginning; the old commandment is the
word which vou have heard & Yet I am writing
you a new commandment, which 1is true in him
and in you, because the darkness is passing away
and the true light 1s already shining. 9 He who
says he 1s in the light and hates his brother is in
the darkness still. 74 He who loves his brother
abides in the light. and in it there is no cause for
stumbling. 17 But he who hates his brother is in
the darkness and walks in the darkness. and does
not know where he is going. because the dark-
ness has blinded his eves.

26 Iwrite this to you about those who would
deceive you; 27 but the anointing which you
received from him abides in you, and you have
no need that any one should teach you: as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is
true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you. abide
in him.

28 And now. little children. abide 1n him. so that
when he appears we may have confidence and
not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29
If vou know that he is righteous, you may be
sure that every one who does right is bomn of
him.

hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything. 7 Beloved, if our hearts
do not condemn uws, we have confidence before
God; 22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,
becamse we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him 23 And this is his commandment, that
we should believe m the name of us Son Jesus Chnst
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5:7 Every one who believes that Jesus is the
Christ is a child of God, and every one who
loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we
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For this is the love of God. that we keep his
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